Fix the Missing Tags in your MP3

Files

Use the Free Software “FixTunes” to Automagically
Find, and Correct the Tags missing from your MP3
Collection in iTunes, Windows Media Player, etc.
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Fix the Missing Tags in your MP3 Files

Automagically find, and correct the tags missing from your MP3
collection

Goal: Show you how to easily fix the missing tags in your MP3 collection using
free software.

The tags on an MP3 file identify things like the Song Title, Recording Artist,
Album Name, Genre, Track Number, etc. When you buy songs from places like
the iTunes Music Store or MP3.com these tags are complete.

Some of the songs in your iTunes library may have incomplete tags. This
typically happens when you get your songs from peer-to-peernetworks sources
that are “slightly less than legal”. Now, | know none of you would do that, but
maybe a “friend” might.

The songs below have the Song Name, Artist, and Album tags, but are missing
the Genre, Year, Track Number, and Album Art.
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Let's switch over to another piece of software to fix this situation.
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Using FixTunes to Automagically Find and Add the Missing Tags

You can download the FixTunes software for free at their website.
http://www.fixtunes.com

The software is very simple to install. Just double click the setup file and follow
the step-by-step instructions in the installation wizard.
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After you install the FixTunes software, you can launch the software and get to
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When FixTunes is started, you will need to add the songs that you want to fix to

the library.
Click the button.

www.VitaminCM.com

Page 4 of 12



Fix the Missing Tags in your MP3 Files

\‘.
M.rnn |

0
F

Hoaurish Yeur lllhv;l

This will open a typical file browser window.

Browse for Folder

Choose a folder ko search Far music Files, ..

2l x|

1) finances
-5 Flash Movies

ﬁ Job Search

ﬁ My Tlustrakaor Files

Elﬁ My Music

- @) Copy of iTunes
&) iTunes

] |Intagged Music

ﬁ My Pictures

ﬁ My Shapes

ﬁ Py Wideos
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Navigate to the folder containing your music files and click the OK button.

You will be asked if you want to search the selected folder’s subfolders.

Find Music Files X
\?) Search sub-folders as well?

Yes Mo |

Click the Yes button.

When all of the files are loaded into the FixTunes library, you can begin to search

for the missing tags.

Click the button to select all of the files in the library.
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Now, click the button to begin finding the missing tags.
This will highlight all of the songs in the library.
Note: If you have over 1,000 files, you may want to do it in a few smaller groups.
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Now, click the button to begin finding the missing tags.
The missing tags will be populated on most of the songs. (A few obscure songs
may still not be found.)

Click the II] button to accept all of the tags.

Then, click the button to update all of the files with the new information.
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Updating the Corrected Tags in iTunes
Now that the files have been fixed, you need to pull the corrected tags into the

iTunes library.

Switch back to iTunes.

Select all of the incorrect songs.
Right click on the selected songs to pull up the options menu.

Coetio

Rating

Reset Play Counk

Reset Skip Counk
Converk ID3 Tags...
Convert Selection ko MP3

3

Check Selection

Add to Playlist

Copy
Delete

et alburn Arbwork
Clear Downloaded Arbwark
Apply Sort Field

Select Get Info from the options menu.
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This will open the Information menu.
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Genre Rating
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DO NOT MAKE ANY CHANGES HERE!
Click the OK button to close this window.

This will recheck all of the files for tag information and update the library.
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Sometimes this Does Not Work Fully

If all of the songs do not get updated, you may need to remove them from the
library and add them again.

Select all of the songs that did not get updated and click the Delete key on your
keyboard.

You will see the following prompt.

X

Are pou sure you want to remove the selected songs from the list?

[T Do not ask me again

Click the Remove button.
Now that the songs are removed, you need to add them back to the library.
Click the File menu on the toolbar.

Select Add Folder to Library
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Mew Playlist Chrl+1

Mew Playvlist Fram Seleckion

Mew Smart Playlist. .. CErlHAlE+HR
Mew Folder CErl+Shif
Add File ko Library ... Chrl+0

Add Faolder to Library...

Close Window

CErl+t

Irnport ...
Export...

Export Library...
Back Up ko Disc...

CErl-+Shifk+O

Get Info

R.ating

Edit Smart Flaylist

Shioue in Windows Explorer
Shiat Current Sang

CErl+I

CErl+R
ZEelL

Burn Playlist to Disc
Creakte an iMix...

Synt Pod
Transher Purchases fram iPod

Page Setup...
Prink...

Crl+HP

Exit

This will add all of the removed files back to the library. Now, all of the updated

tags should be visible.
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Getting the Missing Artwork for your Songs

There is one last thing that you may want to do. Add the Album Art to all of your
songs. Now that the songs are properly tagged, you can download the high

resolution Album Artwork from the iTunes Music store.
Select all of your songs.
Right click on the selected songs to open the options menu.

Get Info

R.ating

Showa in Windows Explorer
Reset Play Count

Reset Skip Count;

Converk ID3 Tags...
Convert Selection ko MP3
Create Ringtone...

Play Mext in Parky Shuffle
Add ko Party Shuffle

Uncheck Selection

Add ko Playlist
Shioues in Playlisk

Copy
Delete

et Alburm Arbwork,

Apply Sort Field

Select Get Album Artwork from the options menu.

This will take a little while, but eventually all of the available Aloum Artwork will

be added to your songs.

Now, you can click on the Coverflow button at the top of your playlist and view
the beautiful pictures that accompany your music.
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Now, you will have a much better experience with your music library.
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