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Adobe Acrobat Alternatives that Will Make Love to Your
Computer

Keep the PDFs, Lose the AcroCrap

Goal: Provide a list of FREE applications that will allow you to do everything you
want with PDFs while avoiding the annoying, expensive problems of Adobe
Acrobat.

The Portable Document Format (PDF) is great for a number of reasons however;
Adobe Acrobat (the de facto standard application) is a horrendous piece of
garbage. The Acrobat Reader (Free) is painfully slow to open, has more bugs
than a porch light, and love to crash browsers. The Acrobat Writer (Standard
$299 or Professional $449) applications are ridiculously expensive.

Here is a list of applications that will let you get the most out of the PDF format
with none of the issues:

You can use this combination of free applications to do just about everything that
you would ever want from Adobe Acrobat.

Open and Read PDF files

Create PDF files from any document or application on your computer
Edit PDFs by converting them into Microsoft Word documents

Merge Multiple PFDs into a single file

Stop PDFs from crashing your browser

Not spend hundreds of dollars
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Open and Read PDFs without the Agonizing Load Times

Are you tired of waiting 15 seconds for a 2 page train schedule to open? Get
Foxit PDF Reader and never wait again. Foxit is a free, light weight, speedy

Acrobat Reader replacement.

Download it here.

After you install Foxit, you can make it your default PDF reader.

Start by opening Windows Explorer.

J File Edit “iew Favorites | Tools  Help

J GBack - \‘_J - ljr

Map Metwork Drive, .,
+  Disconnect Metwork Drive, ..

J Address | Gy Documents| by Synchronize. ..

Folders

@' I;J_eskl:n:np

Click Tools> Folder Options from the menu.
This will open the Folder Options window.

Folder Options 21|

General | View  File Types | Dfffre Fies |
Regutered fis bypes:

Estmnaiorss | Fibe Types [=]

PO P File
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Beston I

0K Careel
| |

Select the File Types tab to view all of the file types on your system.
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Scroll down the Registered file types list until you find PDF.

The Details for “PDF” extension section lists the application that opens PDFs

by default.

Click the Change button.

openwith 21

] (Chaoscess s parogriam you wank bo uss ko open this file:
Fils:  PDF
Programs

) Recomenerded Prograes: j

2 Adobe Acrobat 7.0
B adobe Thetrsbor 53
—

v Microsoft Sffice Word

() Other Programs:

 Adobe Audiion

S Adobe Dresmueaver £53
Scdobe Flash Player 9.0 r115
™

=
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U
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figa b apEeogeiate prodraem o th Wab,

.

Select Foxit Reader from the Programs list. If it is not there, then click the

Browse button and browse for the Foxit.exe file on your computer.

This will be located in the C:\Program Files\Foxit Software\Foxit Reader

folder.

Click OK on the Open With window and the Folder Options window and you’re

all set. No more slow Acrobat Reader.

www.VitaminCM.com

Page 5 of 10



Awesome Adobe Acrobat Alternatives that Will Make Love to your Computer Heurish Yeur mind

Creating PDF Files from Other Documents

Would you like to create PDF files from any application or file on your computer?
You could just pony up $299 and use Adobe Acrobat Standard. If you're a
sucker, that is.

If you’re ¢heap smart like me, you’ll use Cute PDF Writer to create PDF files from
any application on your computer. This includes all Microsoft Office apps, Web
pages, and any other application that has a print button.

Download here.

When you install Cute PDF Writer, it shows up as a printer on your computer.
Then, when you have any application open, click the Print button and select
CutePDF from the list of printers.

After you click the Print button, you can name and save the file as a PDF file.
(Nothing actually gets printed.)
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Converting PDFs to Word Documents

Now that you can convert any documents into PDFs, you’re probably wondering
how to convert PDF files into an editable format to work with them. This is where
Free PDF to Word Converter comes in.

Download here.

Once you install Free PDF 2 Word Converter, you can open any PDF file and
convert it to a fully editable Microsoft Word document.

Open the Free PDF to Word Doc Converter application.

= Free PDF to Word Doc Converter

O Select PDF file for conversion O Output Doc file
Please beovwss POF e foe corvessaon Oustpis ‘hiodd Dhosz File Path
G:AMy DiocumertsiMy Wieblog Postz\Dffice Flies'\Reu Gy Documents\My Weblog Posts\Dfice Files'\Heu

——

Gamaral Dphons:

Convert Pages Eﬂela ris Shapes and Inages
@) 4 Pages Fuses Testbox
(01 Page Mumber 1| 1o E Crafacdl Fonl

Tierez: Mesw Rioman [«

Convert to Word Document [ 0 |
[¥] Oper Document (oo adifing after conversion  Doc Reasder | 'Windows Defaul (M5 Word) - Dplirse Help

ek the “Conwert. bo Word Document” button

Follow these three steps to convert your PDFs:

1. Select the PDF file that you want to convert
2. Select the Location and Name of the Output file (Word document)
3. Click the Convert to Word Document button

Shazam! Now you have a fully editable Word document.

If you just wanted to modify the PDF, you can use this process to convert the
original PDF to Word, make your edits, then use CutePDF to convert it back to a
PDF and replace the original. That’s how you build on some newly learned skills.
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Combining Multiple PDFs into One File

Did you ever have a bunch of files to print or email? It's a real pain to work with
all of those files. PDFFill has two separate applications, PDFFill Editor ($20) and
PDFFill Tools which is free. The PDFFill Editor lets you directly edit PDFs
without all of the conversion steps in mentioned before. The second one PDFFill
Tools, allows you to combine multiple PDF files into a single file. This is great for
things like printing, emailing, posting on the web, etc.

Download here.
One you install PDFFill, open PDFFill Tools.
EPDFIll PDF Tools 5.0 (Free and Mo Waternnark) =100 x|

Fia Took Theme Unts Help

Gt =0 EEARSSESE

Sedact a PUF Tool pou wash lo use:

@mrm ) 7. Addd W atermark by Siyled Tewt |
|

2 Splt or Fleordes POF Pages 8. Add Watermark by Image |
3 Encrypt and Dscrypt with Secuity Options | 3 Convert Images to POF |
4 Rotate of Coop PDF Pages | 100 Corveart POF 1o Images |
5. Feformat Muliple Poges rvo One Page | 11, PDF Fourn Faeld Opessbions |
. Add Header and Footer Information | 12. Convert PostSciipt File into PDF |
Closs | Hels | POFE Horme ]
Please Click & FREE POF Tool Button o

There are many functions that you can perform; you can combine multiple PDFs
using the following steps:

1. Click the Merge PDF Files button
2. A separate window will open
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. Click the Add a PDF File button

. Click the Save As button

. Browse and Select all of your PDF files
Use the Move Up and Move Down buttons to order the files

Now you will have your original PDF files, plus a new one that combines them
into one.

Stop PDFs from Crashing Your Browser

Sometimes when you are on the internet and click a link, it opens a PDF in the
browser. This is a pain for a lot of reasons. The biggest is that it frequently
crashes your browser.

If you are using Firefox (and you should be) and install the PdfDownload
extension, it forces PDFs to open in your PDF Reader application and not in the
browser. This is very convenient. If you want to save, print, or close the file,
it’s easy and it doesn’t mess with your web surfing.

Get i

t here.
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When it Pays to Buy Adobe Acrobat

While I'm all for the free solutions provided here, there are a few nice things
that Adobe Acrobat (Standard and Professional) do. At my day job, | do quite a
lot of documentation for training courses. You can use Acrobat to combine
multiple documents of different file types into one new PDF file. Let's say |
want to send the training material for a course to the printer. | can create a
new PDF file and insert a Jpeg image for the cover, PowerPoint slides for the
presentation, A few Word documents for the instructions, and for the
appendix, | can pull in some Visio diagrams, Excel spreadsheets, and other PDF
files. This creates a single continuous PDF file that can be printed in one shot.
Pretty handy! However, I'm using this at work and my company paid, so it's not
really a big deal. For most people without these very specific needs, just stick
with the free stuff.

Want to Read More Articles Like This?
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